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	Author and Title
Author; Terry Eagleton
Title: The meaning of life (Chapter 4: Is life what you make it?)



	Thesis Statement (main Conclusion):
The author concludes that the meaning of life is a complex to define and different people will have different definitions on the circumstances they are in.  It is the common goal of all human. Happiness is the goal of every human but has different definitions by different individuals. Also, modernity, which he defines as the epoch in which we come to realize that we are unable to agree even in the most vital, fundamental of issues, continues to make it hard to define what gives life meaning. 




	Reasons given to support the main conclusion:
The reason the author makes the conclusion is the definition of the meaning of life by different early philosophers who gave different interpretations of meaning as follows:
Freud believed that meaning of life as a desire or the ruses of the unconscious in our waking lives. He also believed that the meaning of life was death.
Aristotle believed that involves a creative realization of ones typically human faculties.
Karl Marx believed that happiness is a question self-fulfillment. 
 



	Examples, analogies or metaphor analogies used to make a point:
The author gives a religious example to explain that having a meaning of life is not a solution to problems but instead living life in a certain way. He uses the Gospel of Matthew (The Bible) to show how Christians define the meaning of life and that everybody can have it. Feeding the hungry, giving drink to the thirsty and visiting the imprisoned.   



	Weakness of the Author’s line of reasoning:
 The Author has done an excellent job of explaining how complex it is to define the meaning of life. However, I feel the examples used may not fit every person reading the work.



Reference #2
	Author and Title
Author; Frank Martela &Michael F. Steger
Title: The three meaning of life: Distinguishing coherence, purpose, and significance




	Thesis Statement (main Conclusion):
The meaning of life is fulfilled by living it effectively. The human need to live as reflective being they need three things: comprehend the world around them, the direction of their actions and the worth in their lives.



	Reasons are given to support the main conclusion:
 The author refers to the different research previously done to conclude that the three things give the meaning to a person’s life
1. A person will find meaning if his/her experiences in life make sense to him or her. 
2. Having direction and future-oriented goals will give a meaning to living
3. Understanding the worthwhileness and the value of one’s life




	Examples, analogies or metaphor analogies used to make a point:
The author has not used any example, analogy or metaphor to make a point.





	Weakness of the Author’s line of reasoning
The author has based the descriptions on the previously done research and has not considered the typical life of human which I feel would have given more weight to the description of the meaning of life.
 



Reference #3
	Author and Title
Author; Richard Taylor
Tittle; The meaning of life



	Thesis Statement (main Conclusion):
"The meaning of life is from within us; it is not bestowed from without” finding a meaning of life brings happiness in a person beyond which is dreamed of yearned for. The human life finds purpose only when lived with objectivity and with finding the results of our daily labor.



	Reasons are given to support the main conclusion:
 The author provides the following reason for his conclusion;
 When life is lived without an objective with boredom. It is meaningless to live a life	without seeing the fruits of our labor (page 7, paragraph 3).  



	Examples, analogies or metaphor analogies used to make a point:
Throughout the paper, Richard uses an ancient story of Sisyphus to demonstrate how boring it would be to live a life without getting the fruits of labor done. Sisyphus was condemned by the gods to push a stone to the top of a hill which would roll down again, and he would repeat pushing the stone up again forever in his life. He modifies the same story to show how fulfilling it is to get the fruits of our labor. 



	Weakness of the Author’s line of reasoning:
 The author concentrates on finding the meaning of life through labor and getting the rewards of our labor. Life is more than labor and rewards. If like Sisyphus we do what we find our-self doing without understanding why we do it, life would still feel meaningless even though we found results.



Reference #4
	Author and Title
Author; Susan Wolf
Title: The meanings of Lives 



	Thesis Statement (main Conclusion):
Though the previous philosophers believed that there is no meaning of life or the possibility of finding the meaning of purpose, there is still a possibility of finding purpose in life. However, there is no path open to us to move towards achieving our desired objective.  



	Reasons given to support the main conclusion:
The author gives the following reasons for the conclusion:
1. She gives different philosophers who did not believe in the existence of life meaning. For example, Nagel who thought that human have no meaning apart from understanding and attending to the pain or others
2. She presents the belief that if God exists, there is a purpose for everyone who was created. On the other hand, if God does not exist, then there is no meaning of life. Therefore, whether the philosophers believed, there is no meaning for life; there is a gap through human can still find the purpose for their existence.    



	Examples, analogies or metaphor analogies used to make a point:
 The author has used different analogies, metaphor, and examples to explain the different concepts in the paper. For instance, he gave a metaphor of a friend who is getting wasted due to indulging in activities such as the use of drugs abuse. As a friend, I will find it wise to inform her that she is taking the wrong route in life. In doing so, I will be putting her into the alert that she is wasting her purpose and may end up missing it (Page 9 paragraph 1).  



	Weakness of the Author’s line of reasoning
 I found no fault in the author's line of thoughts. 



Reference #5
	Author and Title
Author:  Metz Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
Title: The meaning of life



	Thesis Statement (main Conclusion):
 The meaning of life can be explained with supernaturalism, naturalism, and nihilism.  Under supernaturalism, there is God-centered views and soul-centered view. The naturalism is composed of objectivism and subjectivism.  



	Reasons given to support the main conclusion:
 The author refers to different theories that explain the meaning of life which were developed by various philosophers. 



	Examples, analogies or metaphor analogies used to make a point:
 The author has used no analogy, example or metaphor to explain a point



	Weakness of the Author’s line of reasoning
 I found no weakness in the author’s line of reasoning



Reference #6
	Author and Title
Author; James C. Klagge
Title: from A meaning of life to a meaningful life



	Thesis Statement (main Conclusion):
James conclusion is that there is no meaning of life; however, there exist lives that are meaningful and meaningless lives. There is no need to postulate about God or supernatural being.  Some purposes are worthy in life whether ordained by God or not. Even though life may cut short a life before it becomes meaningful, it does not necessarily do so. Life can be meaningful without having meaning.



	Reasons given to support the main conclusion:
 The author provides the following reasons for his conclusion	
1. He agrees with the Nihilism the belief that life has no meaning what so ever.
2. However, life can have meant by having objectives to fulfill that has three characteristics pluralistic, non-voluntaristic, and non-platonic.



	Examples, analogies or metaphor analogies used to make a point:
 He gives an example of a conversation in the Lewis Carroll’s  “Through looking the glass and what Alice found there" to explain how am I possible to create a meaning I life. (page 4)



	Weakness of the Author’s line of reasoning
 The author though objective on explaining how a life can be given meaningful, his argument that life can be meaningful without having a meaning is ambiguous.



Reference #7
	Author and Title
Author; Susan Wolf
Title: The meaning of life and why it matters




	Thesis Statement (main Conclusion):
 Susan concludes that we find meaning in having an objective in life that we value. These objectives might not be acceptable by others, but as long as a person find fulfillment in it, it is it that gives meaning.  



	Reasons given to support the main conclusion:
 The author provides two reasons for the conclusion: 
1. Objectivism is the only value that will direct human life
2. Not every person will agree with the objective of someone, and therefore controversy will always exist




	Examples, analogies or metaphor analogies used to make a point:
The author gave an example of Fred Astaire’s who wished his son would quit dancing and get a real job; however, despite the concern, Fred found life in dancing (page 21).



	Weakness of the Author’s line of reasoning
 I found no gap in the author's line of thought.



Reference #8
	Author and Title
Author; Thaddeus Metz
Title: Could God be the source of life's meaning



	Thesis Statement (main Conclusion):
  The author concludes that a person’s life becomes significant as long as he fulfills the purpose that God assigned to him. It is God who has a Combination of properties. Therefore, it is God only ho can confer meaning in our lives.  The God-centered theory explains the meaning of life.



	Reasons given to support the main conclusion:
 The author provides two reasons for his conclusion:
 God has unique features with a superior worth, the qualitative properties
God has qualitative properties that are incompatible with other theories.  



	Examples, analogies or metaphor analogies used to make a point: 
 Throughout the work, Thaddeus has used examples to explain different points. For instance, he gives an example of a television series Star Trek to make it clear we can leave a purposeless  life without God  



	Weakness of the Author’s line of reasoning
 The author has based all the arguments on God. However, not everyone believes in God. Therefore, it does not address everyone   
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